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He#% A statue of Xi Shi the Beauty
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Bk ZE&HA A front view of Fan Li Temple
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The statue of Goddess of Lotus in Xi Shi Hall
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My 2013 Visit to Birthplace
of Xi Shi the Beauty

By Min Weniji

Xi Shi is widely recognized as the most beautiful girl of the an-
cient China. A beauty of Yue, she was sent to the king of the Wu
State after the northern neighbor defeated Yue. The beauty helped
Yue recover by making the King of Wu let Yue go without destroy-
ing it. Yue rose again and defeated Wu after ten years of lying low
and making painful recovery. Xi Shi became a hero in history and
local legends. She has been worshiped and deified in Zhejiang since
very ancient times.

Li Shangyin (813-858), a prominent poet of the Tang, wrote a
poem describing him visiting the ruined temple of Xi Shi. This
poem indicates that Xi Shi temple existed in the Tang Dynasty.

Her temple in Zhuji, her hometown in eastern Zhejiang, was
destroyed and restored many times in history. In the 1980s, it was
restored again. The latest restoration retains the historical look. The
temple has building components recovered from the buildings of
the Ming and the Qing across Zhuji. The temple sits at the foot of
Mount Zhuluo. Following a stone-path out of the temple and getting
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Zhuluo Pavilion at Xi Shi Temple
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